[Small-cell sarcoma of the esophagus as a fourth malignancy. Its palliative therapy with argon gas coagulation].
A prostatic carcinoma, an early gastric carcinoma and a colon carcinoma had occurred over 15 years in a now 82-year-old patient. He was now admitted because of severe dysphagia. Gastroscopy revealed an exophytic tumour of the oesophagus, histologically identified as a small-cell sarcoma. It had caused a 12 cm long severe eccentric stenosis of the oesophagus. Tissue from the previous three tumours were examined immunohistochemically for p-53 gene mutation, but only the oesophageal sarcoma gave positive results. After part of exophytic tumour had been ablated by argon gas coagulation a prosthetic tube was implanted. Bleeding from erosion of a large metastasis in the gastric fundus was successfully treated by argon gas coagulation 4 months after the previous discharge, but the patient died of the malignancy 1/1 and half months later. The consecutive occurrence of four different malignant tumours is rare even in advanced age. In this case the malignancies were presumably unrelated and it demonstrates the possibility of removing an eccentric tumour stenosis by argon gas coagulation before implanting a prosthesis.